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Bryggen is presented at UNESCO’s World Heritage 
List, and is a symbol of Bergen’s cultural heritage.
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The view from Ulriken, the highest of the seven 
mountains surrounding Bergen. 
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Torghallen and the tourist office at the Fish Market.



Welcome! 
I am honored to welcome you to the 10th       
NRI-Conference. 

It is incredible that ten years have already 
passed since we hosted the first NRI-Conference. 
Our goal then remains the same as today: to 
strengthen and improve the best health care 
services possible for everybody in the Nordic 
countries. We established the NRI-Conference in 
order to provide a Nordic platform for discussing 
new ideas and contribute to a stronger 
cooperation among professionals in the health 
care industry in the Nordic region. 

Over the last ten years we have discussed a 
great variety of interesting topics and the 
number of delegates has increased every year. 
We are proud to see that the NRI-Conference 
has developed into a central meeting place for 
health care professionals in the Nordic countries.

This year the NRI-Conference will focus on the 
interesting topic of Nordic cooperation to solve 
future health challenges. We have invited 
prominent speakers to give their perspectives on 
important questions for the future: How should 
the Nordic region tackle challenges such as 
antibiotic resistance? How do we meet the 
increased expectation and need of health 
innovation? What is the best way to establish 
Nordic collaboration for clinical research and 
trials?

I would also like to extend a special welcome to 
Anders Geertsen from the Nordic Council of 
Ministers and a significant number of deans of 
medical faculties and university hospitals 
directors. Their participation in Nordic Summit 
will make it possible for us to be even more 
involved in discussions and decisions on the 
future Nordic cooperation in health care and 
innovation. 

I hope you will have two inspiring days with us in 
Bergen!

Stener Kvinnsland
CEO, Haukeland University Hospital
Chairman, NRI-Networks



Programme 
Monday May 4th 

08:00 Registration opens

MAIN SESSION 1:  FUTURE HEALTH 
CHALLENGES
Venue: Storm 
Moderator: Stener Kvinnsland

10:00  Welcome 
 Speaker: Bent Høie

10:15  How relevant is the global disease burden  
 for the Nordic region?  
 Speaker: Ole Fridtjof Nordheim

10:40 Value of healthcare in society - impact of  
 technological solutions in the future
 Speaker: Jörgen Larsson

11:05 Antibiotic resistance
 Speaker: Mats Ulfendahl

11:30 Discussion

12:00  Lunch

 
PARALLEL SESSIONS – CHOOSE ONE OF THEM

13:00 - 15:00

   A Innovation in the health care   
 sector
 Venue: Storm 
 Moderator: Ernst R. Omenaas

• The Norwegian Health&Care21 research  
and innovation strategy

       Speaker: Maiken Engelstad

• How to foster Innovation in the health care  
sector by integrating the knowledge triangle 
Speaker: Alexander von Gabain 

   B Clinical Research - How to   
 strengthen the Nordic position?
 Venue: Kuling 2
 Moderator: Jan Andersson

• Collaboration in clinical research between  
the Nordic area and the rest of Europe -  
Can we do better?

 Speaker: Gerry D’Owyer

• Clinical trials - Why Norway?   
Speaker: Siri Kolle 

•  Starka tillsammans - A report of inquiry  
into national coordination of clinical  
studies in Sweden 
Speaker: Mats Ulfendahl

   C Nurses in clinical research
 Venue: Kuling 1
 Moderator: Bibi Hølge-Hazelton

• Capacity building in clinical nursing in the  
areas of patient safety   
Speaker: Erik Elgaard Sørensen

•  Fundamentals of care  
Speaker: Åsa Muntlin Athlin

• Implementation research focusing on  
patient outcome 
Speaker: Elisabeth Severinsson



15:00 Break

MAIN SESSION 2:  BIOINFORMATICS
Venue: Storm 
Moderator: Robert Bjerknes

15:20 Genomics and bioinformatics in medical  
 research
 Speaker: Pål Rasmus Njølstad

15:40 Instruments for using and interpreting  
 genomic data
 Speaker: Jason Flannick

16:20 Can genetics of diabetes be translated into  
 the clinic?
 Speaker: Leif Groop

MAIN SESSION 3:  WHY IS COOPERATION 
BETWEEN HOSPITAL AND PHARMA 
IMPORTANT?
Venue: Storm 
Moderator: Mika Scheinin

17:00 The pharma industry’s perspective
 Speaker: Sakari Aropuu

17:20 The university hospital’s perspective
 Speaker: Aki Lindén

17:40  Break

19:30  Aperitif and musical entertainment

20:00  Conference Dinner

OTHER MEETINGS:

18:00 - 19:00 

 NTA meeting: Work package on ethics 
 Venue: Yr 2, 2nd floor

Programme 
Monday May 4th 



Programme 
Tuesday May 5th 

MAIN SESSION 4:  NORDIC COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS HEALTH CARE FOCUS
Venue: Storm 
Moderator: Stener Kvinnsland

08:30  The Könberg report: “The future Nordic  
 cooperation on health” 
 Speaker: Anders Geertsen

09:30 Break

MAIN SESSION 5:  NETWORK OF NETWORKS
Venue: Storm 
Moderator: Maria Englund

09:40 Presentation of all NRI-Networks
 Speakers: Erik Elgaard Sørensen, Annette  
 Jørgensen, Jesper Bredmose, Kirstine  
 Rasmussen, Pirkko Lepola and Maria Englund

17:20 Panel discussion: How to create and   
 sustain a successful network?
 Speaker: Maria Englund

17:40  Break

MAIN SESSION 6:  WORKSHOPS 

11:00  Workshops - Choose one of them 

12:00  Lunch

13:00  Workshops continue

14:30  End of conference



Programme 
Tuesday May 5th 

WORKSHOPS

11:00 - 14:30  Nordic Innovation Network
 Venue:  Storm 1

 Focus on health care and hospital 
innovation in the Nordic region. One 
of the main focus areas of the 
workshop will be Test-beds.

11:00 - 14:30  Nordic Study Sites
 Venue:  Kuling 1

 Exploring of potential for 
collaboration between study sites in 
the Nordic region. One of the main 
focus areas of the workshop is the 
collaboration with the industry. 

11:00 - 14:30  Nordic Monitoring Network
 Venue: Bris 2

 The workshop will explore the 
experiences with risk assessment, in 
particular Danish examples. Are we 
able to make a common monitoring 
plan in the Nordic countries?

11:00 - 14:30  Nordic Nurse Network
 Venue:  Storm 2

 The workshops main aim is to 
continue the positive development of 
a network of nurse research at Nordic 
Hospitals. The workshop will focus on 
fundamentals of care and 
implementation of health research 
and innovation. During the workshop 
interesting new Nordic project ideas 
will be presented. 

11:00 - 14:30  Nordic Pediatric Research 
 Venue:  Bris 3

 Focus on a Nordic network of 
investigators with recognized 
expertise in performing clinical 
research on children. The workshop 
will focus on EU and the global status 
of different initiatives.

09:40 - 14:30  Nordic Summit for Deans of Medical 
Faculties and Hospital Directors

 Venue:  Kuling 2

 The main objective of the Nordic 
Summit is to create a venue that 
contributes to an increased Nordic 
cooperation at top management level. 

 Please note that this is a closed 
meeting only for invited participants. 



More information
www.nordicnetworks.org

Contact information
Please contact us for any questions you may have:

Christina Laastad, Project Manager 
Mobile: +47 454 49 896  
E-mail: info@nordicnetworks.org

NRI-Networks

Nordic Health Research and Innovation Networks, 
NRI Networks, is an independent membership 
organization working to promote health research 
and innovation in the Nordic area.

The partner institutions of NRI-Networks are 
universities, university hospitals, the pharma and the 
MedTech industry, and associations such as patient 
interest organisations and governmental agencies.

The yearly NRI-Conference is a central arena to 
transfer knowledge and competence from one 
country to another. NRI-Networks consist of several 
subnetworks such as Nordic Monitoring Network 
(NORM), Nordic Innovation Network, Nordic 
Network for Nurse Research, Nordic Pediatric 
Research and Nordic Study Sites. New subnetworks 
are also welcome.

NRI-Networks work to resolve common Nordic 
issues, develop common rules and practices to 
strengthen the interaction between universities, 
hospitals and the industry.

The overall goal for NRI-Networks is to ensure the 
best health care services possible for everybody in 
the Nordic countries.

NRI–Networks focus areas

 • Nordic cooperation in health research and innovation

 • The organisation of health research and innovation

 • The financing of health research and innovation

 • The politics of health research and innovation

 • The implementation of health research and innovation

 • The relationship between hospitals and the industry


